
Hours of Operation 

Saturdays 

10 AM—2PM 

April—December 

Important Dates 

12/4  Christmas in the 

          Village  

12/11 Old Mill Closes 

           for winter 

12/14 Membership  
    Meeting 
    5:30 PM  
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Judy Miracle 

 

Vice President 

Shauna Quick 

Secretary 

June King 

 

Treasurer 

Scott Broughton 

Trustees 

Ken Bush 

Kathy Gauthier 

Mary Kassuba 

LuAnn Mann 

Dan Mann 

Mary Alice Seelbinder  

 

OCHS Newsletter 

Elections of Vice President and opening for five trustees 
for the two-year term ending October 2024 were held at 
the October membership meeting.  Shauna Quick was 
reelected as VP; Mary Kassuba & Mary Alice Seelbinder 
were reelected as trustees; LuAnn Mann and Dan Mann 
were elected as new trustees. We appreciate their  
volunteerism to OCHS.  Thank you to retiring Roger  
Miracle for his six years of service as trustee. We look 
forward to working with all in their new positions. 
 
Welcome, new trustees LuAnn and Dan Mann, daughter 
and son-in-law of Ron Sutton. We look forward to  
supporting their efforts to carry on Ron’s vision in the  
area of the Old Mill Blacksmith Shop.  Most recently, is a 
proposed construction of a brick forge inside the building, 
following a plan Ron and the contractor had  
discussed.  This will not be functional, due to the fire 
codes, but will add to the authenticity of the shop. These 
new trustees have already interjected new ideas into 
OCHS; they’ll be entering a float in the Christmas parade 
called ’Twas the Night Before Christmas, where grandma 
will sit in a rocking chair and read stories to children as 
they sit in front of a faux fireplace. In addition the Mann's 
will provide a photo 
opportunity at the Old 
Mill in the form of a 
decorated old-
fashioned sleigh.  
Families attending  
Christmas in the  
Village can sit inside 
the sleigh and take their 
own photos. 
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VETERAN’S DAY 
November 11th 
 
We appreciate the 
service to this 
great country by 
all our Veterans, 
especially those 
OCHS members, 
too many to list.   
 
Veterans 
Day pays tribute 
to all American 
veterans—living 
or dead—but  
especially gives 
thanks to living 
veterans who 
served their  
country honorably 
during war or 
peacetime. 

Christmas in the Village  
Saturday, December 4; 1-4 pm.  Parade will begin at 
1:00 pm, bringing Santa into town. He’ll be visiting with 
children at the Old Town Hall this year.  At the Old Mill 
Museum, there will be hot-chocolate, coffee and water 
in the cafe.  Our volunteers will be hosting a Baked 
Goods Sale, guided tours of the museum, Mann one-
room school and the Old Mill Blacksmith Shop.  Tom 
Roberts, our local blacksmith will be demonstrating 
blacksmithing as well.   

Cleaning Company  

We appreciate working cooperatively with Employment  
Options Unlimited for the last several months. It has 
been a win-win arrangement, allowing people with disa-
bilities to gain employment skills and for OCHS to have 
a cleaner museum.  We look forward to partnering 
again in 2022. 

Birds 
We think we’ve solved the problem of big birds gaining entrance to our building 
and depositing their “odorous prizes” in and around the 3rd floor and attic. The 
Village of Ortonville, owners of the building, determined the roof sustained wind 
damage and some shingles have been lost.  
 
In Memory 
Passing of our member Dean Salley, on November 
6th, after a short illness. Dean was a very active 
member of OCHS, serving at president and  
vice-president for an excess of ten years; he was an 
active woodworker and contributed to many of the 
museum’s furniture and wooden items.  We’ll have 
many stories of Dean for years to come as he was an 
interesting character.  The family welcomed  
community members to the Ortonville Funeral Home 
for visitation on November 15th, from 4-7 pm. He will 
be buried at White Chapel Cemetery aside his wife, 
Marilyn and his daughter.   

Noah Cox, Dean Salley, Mary Alice 

Seelbinder, Kathleen Leece 



  

In 1896 there was a cluster of three houses on Trayer 
Road, in Groveland County, approximately three  
quarters of a mile north of Groveland Road.  

On the west side of Thayer Road, a little less than three 
quarters of a mile north of Groveland Road was the  
William Mitchell house, a short distance farther to the 
north was the John T. Vantine house.  

On the east side of Thayer Road between the Vantine 
house and the Mitchell house was the Abram Quick 
house.  

On the evening of May 25th,1896 a cyclone 
(as they were called then, now called a  
tornado) touched down in eastern Holly  
Township. The Joshua Johnson house in 
Groveland Township was the first house to be 
hit and heavily damaged. Mrs. Jonhson's leg 
was broken and she died later from her other  
injuries, baby Johnson had minor injuries. Mr. 
Johnson escaped injury.  

Minutes later the tornado reached the John T.  
Vantine and William Mitchell houses. The  
Vantine house was not badly damaged but the 
tool house was destroyed. 

In the Mitchell house Mrs. L. Mitchell, her sons 
Claude, a three and a half years old and nine 
month old Jay were killed. Her son Don, two 
and a half years old was seriously injured. 

Just seconds later the tornado reached the 
Abram Quick house. Nothing was left but 
the foundations. Six people were killed in 
the Abram Quick house and one was  
seriously injured. Killed were -Abram Quick 
31 years 8 months old and his 63 year old 
mother Mrs. Henry Quick, his children 
Glenn A. Quick, a 5 years 9 months old 
son, Myrtle C. Quick 4 years 20 days old 
and Ross J. Quick 2 years 2 months old 
and Prescott Wilkens 60 years old from 
Mayville, who had reached the Quick 
house for a visit only about an hour before 
the tornado struck. Witness reported as he 
lay dying he moaned "Why was I here to 
be killed, and why couldn't I die at home". 
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Three Houses – Notes from Ken Bush 
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Ortonville Community 

Historical  Society 

366 Mill St. 

Ortonville, MI 48462 
 
Mailing Address 
P.O. Box 155 
Ortonville, MI 48462 
 
 
Phone: (248) 793-1807 
E-mail: 
OCHS.OLDMILL@GMAIL.COM 

To cut down on the cost of printing/mailing of the newsletter please consider  

signing up to receive the newsletter via email. Same great newsletter in your 

email inbox! Visit the OCHS Website to signup.  

http://ortonvillecommunityhistoricalsoc.weebly.com/ 
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Notes  from Ken Bush 

The map showing the locations of the 

three houses is from an 1896 atlas. It 

shows Henry Quick (father of Abram 

Quick) and Oscar Mitchell (father of 

William Mitchell) as the owners  

A newspaper account of the tornado 

reported that the first house hit was 

the house of Damal (not Joshua) John‐

son and his wife died. 

Van Tine, Vantine and Vantyne spell‐

ings are used for John Vantine.  

Joshua Johnson also spelled Josiah.  

The Vantine House 2021 


